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RYE WATER DISTRICT 

MEETING  

Wednesday, July 5, 2023 – 9:00 a.m. 
Water District Office – 60 Sagamore Rd. 

 

 

 

Commissioners Present: 

 Ralph Hickson, Chair 

 Scott Marion  

 Rosalie Lopresto 

  

Others Present: 

 Arik Jones, Superintendent 

 Dyana Ledger, Business Manager  

   

 

I. Call to Order 

 

Chair Hickson called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 

 

II. Approval of Minutes 

o June 7, 2023 

 

Motion by Ralph Hickson to approve the minutes of June 7, 2023 as amended.  Seconded 

by Scott Marion.  All in favor. 

 

o June 7, 2023 – Non-Public Minutes 

 

Motion by Scott Marion to approve the non-public minutes of June 7, 2023 as written.  

Seconded by Rosalie Lopresto.  All in favor. 

 

Motion by Scott Marion to seal the minutes of the non-public minutes of June 7, 2023.  

Seconded by Rosalie Lopresto.  All in favor. 

 

III. Chris Berg, Wright-Pierce – Project Update 

Not present, but will be attending the site walk following meeting with RCC. 

 

IV. Superintendent’s Monthly Report, Pumping Chart, and Data Report, and 

Bacteria Tests for June 

 

Superintendent Arik Jones reviewed his monthly reports and pumping charts for the month of 

May. 
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• The usage totals are down significantly from this time last year because of the heavy rain 

over the last few months.   

• The lead and copper samples have been completed.  A total of forty-one samples were 

taken from households.  Out of all samples, only two came back with a detection of lead, 

with only one of those above the MCL limit of .015 ppm.  The copper MCL is 1.3.  The 

property with the higher lead detection also had the highest copper detection at 1.30.  The 

other properties fell well below the MCL.  Superintendent Jones confirmed that he will 

be following up with the homeowner in regards to the testing and what may be causing 

the detection of lead in their system. 

• The major pipe connections for the point of entry were completed last week.  The 

chlorination machine is running and chlorination tablets have been ordered. Samples have 

been pulled and results should be received within the next few days.  The point of entry 

building should be running within the next two weeks. 

• Over the past couple of months, there have been quite a few leaks in the Fairhill/Ocean 

Blvd area.  The leaks were due to regular wear and tear, as that area tends to be quite wet 

and boggy.   

• DES will be conducting a leak detection survey for RWD within the next few weeks.  

This work is being done through a grant received by DES. 

• The replacement for the Breakfast Hill tank mixer has been received and will be installed 

by divers soon. 

 

Motion by Scott Marion to approve the Superintendent’s report for the month of June.  

Seconded by Rosalie Lopresto.  All in favor. 

 

V. Cash Flow Reports for June 

 

The Commissioners reviewed the cash flow reports and expenditure graphs for the month of 

June.  No issues or concerns were noted.  There was some discussion in regards to the possibility 

of instituting an on-call wage program.  It was agreed that the Business Manager should follow 

up with the Town Finance Director to see if there is a program that the Public Works Department 

follows for on-call personnel.  There was also discussion about whether the superintendent 

position should be a salaried position, instead of an hourly position as it is currently.  More 

information is needed for further discussion at a future meeting. 

 

Motion by Scott Marion to approve the cash flow reports for the month of May.  Seconded 

by Rosalie Lopresto.  All in favor. 

 

VI. Correspondence 

 

a.  Rye Planning Board – abutter’s notice for 33 Sagamore Road 

 

An abutter’s notice was received for the property at 33 Sagamore Road owned by Bluestone 

Properties, LLC.  The property is going before the Planning Board for an extension for approvals 

received from the Board for the property which is now a dirt parking lot used for The Atlantic 

Grill Restaurant.  The Commissioners agreed that they did not have any issues with the project or 

request for an extension. 
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VII. Old Business 

None 

 

VIII. New Business 

 

Commissioner Lopresto noted that she spoke with Attorney Don Price, who works at the NH 

Consumer Advocate Office.  Attorney Price was also involved with the Public Utilities 

Commission.  His advice was that the Commission should not hold a public meeting with 

Aquarion, until the RWD Commission has met with the District’s attorney.  Commissioner 

Lopresto commented that she’s not sure if the District’s attorney has any experience with 

mergers and acquisitions.  Within that field, there are subsets.  She pointed out that Attorney 

Price said there could be many legal questions that will come up at the meeting that the 

Commission may not be able to answer.  If a meeting is held, the Commission needs to have 

information on what would happen to the sale proceeds, whether it’s a merger or acquisition, and 

other information; such as, water rates.   

 

The Commissioners agreed that Superintendent Jones should reach out to Attorney Quinn before 

moving any further with Aquarion. 

 

IX. Town Planning and Zoning Minutes 

No concerns or issues were noted in the Planning Board or ZBA minutes. 

 

X. Other Business 

 

The Commission reviewed the supplemental loan agreement received from DES Drinking Water 

and Groundwater Trust Fund to finalize the Garland Road pump house project.   

 

Motion by Scott Marion to authorize Ralph Hickson to sign the supplemental loan 

agreement for project #DWGT-54.  Seconded by Rosalie Lopresto.  All in favor. 

 

Chair Hickson recessed the meeting at 10:35 a.m.  The Commissioners will reconvene their 

meeting at the Brown Lane Farm site walk with the Rye Conservation Commission. 

 

Meeting reconvened at Brown Lane Farm at 11:03 a.m. 
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The Rye Water District Commissioners adjourned their meeting at 12:05 p.m. after the site walk with the 

Rye Conservation Commission. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Dyana F. Ledger 

 


